


Tracing Horace Walpole's Lost Treasures
Dr Silvia Davoli

Senior Curator Strawberry Hill House and Garden 
Position Supported by the Rothschild Foundation



Chronological chart 
correlating the 
architectural development 
of Strawberry Hill (1747-
1797) with Horace 
Walpole's collecting 
activity and the major 
sales that followed, 
including the dispersal of 
1842.



L.: Johannes Müntz, Portrait of Mr Walpole in his 
Library, 1756, Private collection; R.: Edward Bell, 
Horace Walpole in his study about 1796, The Lewis 
Walpole Library (Yale University)



MS “Collections from which were 
purchased many of the Curiosities at 
Strawberry Hill” ”, in A Description of 
the Villa of Mr. Horace (The Lewis 
Walpole Library, Yale 
University)Walpole, 1774, Horace 
Walpole, LWL

The following collection was made out of the 
spoils of many renowned cabinets; as Dr Mead's, 
Lady Elizabeth Germaine's, Lord Oxford's, the 
Duchess of Portland's, and of about forty more of 
celebrity. Such well attested descent is the 
genealogy of the objects vertu–not so noble as 
those of the peerage, but on a par with those of 
race-horses (Description, 1784)



PART I: THE DETECTIVE'S TOOLKIT



Horace Walpole (1717-1797) Anecdotes of Painting in England; with some Account of the principal
Artists Strawberry Hill Press, 1762-1771; Ralph Nicholson Wornum (1812-1877), ed. Anecdotes of
Painting in England, with copious notes and emendationsLondon, 1849, 3 volumes





Description of the Villa of Horace 
Walpole, 1774, Horace Walpole, 
Strawberry Hill, Lewis Walpole 
Library (Yale University)

Description of the Villa of Horace 
Walpole 1784, Horace Walpole, 
Strawberry Hill, Lewis Walpole 
Library (Yale University)

SPATIAL MAP :  “Refectory
…upon the chimney-piece a fine 
Etruscan vase, between two 
bottles of the old Japan china.”

DETAILED MATERIALITY : "A 
clock of silver gilt, richly chased, 
with the cyphers of Henry VIII and 
Anne Boleyn, and true-lovers knots 
in a lozenge”

PROVENANCE : “Twelve earthen 
plates, painted at Delft, with the 
signs of the zodiac, by sir James 
Thornhill; bought at Mrs. Hogarth's 
sale”.



Extra illustrated and extra annotated editions: MS notes on the 
Holbein Chamber, Walpole (left),; Design for the Ceiling, Müntz, 
Chimneypiece, Godfrey sculp. (center); Description of the Villa, 
1774, Horace Walpole (right), Lewis Walpole Library



John Carter (1748–1817) The 
Great Parlour or Refectory, 
Strawberry Hill c. 1784 
Watercolour and pen and ink on 
paper

Over the chimney, a conversation, 
by Reynolds, small life (…) On one 
side of this picture, a head of sir 
Horace Mann, resident at 
Florence; painted there by Astley
Opposite to it, his brother 
Galfridus Mann, in brown; by the 
same.

Over against the chimney, a 
bureau of black japan; on it, a 
clock, supported by a bronze 
figure of a woman reading: 
beneath, an Etruscan vase, 
between two white old china
beakers.



John Carter (1748–
1817) The Library, 
Strawberry Hill c. 1784 
Watercolour and pen 
and ink on paper

Over the chimney, and 
ancient and valuable piece, 
representing the marriage 
of Henry 6th. of which see a 
description in the first 
volume of the Anecdotes of 
Painting. Above it are that 
king's arms, the red rose 
crowned, and queen 
Margaret's arms in a 
lozenge. On each side, two 
bronze medallions of the 
Malatestas, soverigns of 
Rimini.



John Carter, E. sketch of ’A magnificent missal, with miniatures by Raphael and his scholars, set in gold enamelled, 
and adorned with rubies and turquoises; the sides are of cornelian, engraved with religious subjects; the clasp, a large 
garnet’. This precious prayer-book belonged to Claude queen of France, wife of Francis 1st’; L. Livre d’heures, Francis 
I, Musée du Louvre, Paris



Joanna Lady Bergavenny by George Perfect Harding, 1780-1853, not after 1810; Historian Sylvia Barbara Soberton
is working on Hrading’s drawing and engravings to identify and locate this portrait, which she believes depicts Anne 
Boleyn.



George Perfect 
Harding’s Notes on 
Portraits and 
Paintings, recently 
acquired by the NPG, 
provides a list of the 
paintings he copied at 
Strawberry Hill. It 
offers fresh information 
about the display of 
the paintings in the 
house around 1810 
and about the number 
of works that had been 
engraved either by him 
or by his father. 

John Tradescant the 
Younger
attributed to Thomas De Critz
oil on canvas, 1652
31 1/2 in. x 24 in. (800 mm x 
610 mm)
Purchased, 1897



Wilmarth Sheldon Lewis (1895–1979), founder of the Lewis Walpole Library

Wilmarth Sheldon 
Lewis (1895–1979), 
founder of the Lewis 
Walpole Library



Left: The Yale Edition of Horace Walpole's Correspondence, edited by W.S. Lewis, 48 volumes published 
1937–1983. Yale University Press; Right: The complete edition is now freely accessible online through the 
Lewis Walpole Library's digital platform at https://walpole.library.yale.edu, enabling scholars worldwide to 
search and browse Walpole's extensive correspondence.

https://walpole.library.yale.edu/


1842 Strawberry Hill 
Sale: E. Bell's views 
of the temporary 
auction room and 
sale catalogue 
frontispiece



Aedes Strawberrianae (1842) recording sale purchasers and prices; annotated list of items bought by art dealer 
Zimmerman (Lewis Walpole Library); and Mark Westgarth's Dictionary of Art Dealers entry for Simon and Godfrey 
Zimmerman. These resources enable tracking of objects from Strawberry Hill through dealer networks.

DIRECT%20PDF%20DOWNLOAD:%20https:/eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/42902/6/WestgarthM1.pdf


1784 Description: “[West end of the Gallery] A young man's head, æt 18; 
admirable nature: by Giorgione. This was in the collection of Charles Ist…”; 

1842 Sale Text: “A Young Man's Head, in a rich black velvet dress trimmed 
with fur, in a carved frame by Giorgione. The Portrait is considered 
wonderfully true to nature. It was in the collection of Charles I...”

Gentleman Magazine, 1842:
“A young man’s head, in a black velvet dress trimmed with fur, by 
Giorgione, This is inscribed “1526 AETA. An. XVIII” so not a Giorgione 
(1477-1510)



Strawberry Hill housed over 360 portraits, a pioneering collection that prefigured the National Portrait 
Gallery. The Heinz Archive & Library at the NPG is an essential resource for researching Walpole's portrait 
collection and a magnificent place to work.



PART II: THE HUNT – Case Studies



Strawberry Hill collection database documenting objects 
dispersed in the 1842 sale, in development since 2014. 
We are working to make this research tool publicly 
accessible via our website in partnership with the Lewis 
Walpole Library, Yale University, and St Mary's 
University.



Left to right: Detail from John Carter's drawing of the "Dia Helionora" bas-relief featured in 
Walpole's Description as "the portraitof Elanora d'Este, with whom Tasso was in love... sent to Mr. Walpole from 
Italy by Sir W. Hamilton, minister at Naples"; the relief as displayed in the BLOG The Power of Portraits, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2012; and Sir William Hamilton by Joshua Reynolds, 1777, the diplomat who sent 
Walpole this treasured object from Naples.



Top: John Carter, Bust of Emperor Caligula in the 
Horace Walpole Collection, 1782, pen and ink and 
watercolor on paper; bronze bust of Caligula, ca. 
37-41 CE (Schroder Collection bronzes 
inventory). Below: similar Caligula portraits for 
comparison.



Bronze Ostrich Workshop of Giambologna, late 16th-early 17th c. Cheffins 2021, 
£1,824,540. Provenance: Horace Walpole, Strawberry Hill House; Hendrik van Steenwijck
the Younger Interior of a Cathedral. Sotheby's NY, Master Paintings Part II, 6 Feb 2026, lot 
230. 2. Hilliard Miniature Nicholas Hilliard, portrait, Philip Mould & Company; Corneille de 
Lyon Portrait of a Man. Sotheby's NY, Master Paintings Part I, 5 Feb 2026, lot 22.



Edward Edwards, Long 
Gallery, Strawberry Hill, 
1781. Photography on the 
left Bust of Vespasian 
(c.16th century), from the 
Hamilton Sale Catalogue 
1882, lot 190. Purchased 
from Cardinal Ottoboni 
collection. Below Illus. 
Roman sepulchral altar, 
1784. Lewis Walpole 
Library





1784 Description: “ A fine marble 
vase, on a pedestal with Greek 
inscription: bought at the sale of 
Chase Price, Esq., in 1778”; 

1842 Sale Catalogue Text: “A fine 
antique Greek marble vase, most 
exquisitely sculptured in high 
relief, on a marble pedestal, with 
Greek inscription, 63 inches high. 
It was bought at the sale of Chase 
Price Esq. in 1778”.

This vase is represented in Vasi, 
Candelabri, Cippi, Sarcofagi (...) 
(1778) plate n.46 (central vase); 
while the vase on the right hand is 
now at the British Museum

Sketch in Bawtree’s ex.ill. Des. 
p.194



Paul van Somer (1576-1621), Lord Falkland, 1603 Sarah Campbell Blaffer Foundation, Houston. Acquired directly 
from Falkland family descendants. Walpole's copy from Strawberry Hill bought in 1842 by Lord Tollemache; untraced 
since late 1960s. This portrait inspired Walpole's portrait-coming-to-life in The Castle of Otranto(letter to William Cole).



On the right Pier Glass with a Portrait of George Walpole, 3rd Lord Orford (by Eccardt), 1754 or 1755 
Hallett, William I (British cabinetmaker, 1707-1781) one of a pair. The second Pier Glass, on the left, is still 
missing!

And now it is your turn: 
How would you proceed in tracing the missing Pier Glass Mirror with the portrait of George Cholmondeley, 
Viscount Malpas?





LABEL: Antique Etruscan Diota from Strawberry Hill and the 
George Daniel Collection (30 July 1864), purchased by W.F. 
Richardson at the Sir Theodore Fry Sale (December 1905). 

What research steps would you take to establish a more 
complete provenance for this object?



THE WELBECK DAGGER:
Lord Arundel's collection

1720s: Dispersal of Arundel collection
Purchased by Lord Oxford (Robert Harley)

1749: George Vertue produces an engraving 

1746: Believed to have belonged to Henry VIII
Remains at Welbeck Abbey in the Portland 
Collection

THE STRAWBERRY HILL DAGGER:
Probably also from Lord Arundel's collection

1765: Walpole mentions two daggers in Aedes 
Walpolianae and advances the hypothesis 
they might be by Holbein

1770: Lady Betty Germain Sale – Walpole 
acquires the dagger

In the 1774 Description, Walpole recognizes it 
is Ottoman and removes attribution to 
Holbein



After Charles Kean's death, his daughter Mary Kean sold her father's collection (1898). Christies 11-12 July 1898 at 
the Charles Kean Sale:

"A Persian dagger with pierced blade, damascened with floral and conventional arabesque ornament and inscription 
in gold, set on one side with six table diamonds and seven large rubies the other side set entirely with rubies in 
rectangular collets the scabbard and grip of Indian white jade, one side of the scabbard beautifully damascened 
with scrolls in gold, the other side set with 43 table rubies, in collets, joined by an interlaced pattern of twisted vine, 
the grip decorated in the same manner with 49 rubies – 14 inches. Bought for £215 by Messrs Heigham & Co"



Victor Hervey Marquess Of Bristol
British aristocrat Victor Hervey, 6th 
Marquess of Bristol (1915-1985)


