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Strawberry Hill House launched the Write to Horace campaign in
the Summer of 2020, designed to celebrate the 10th Anniversary
of the restoration of the house and to engage with the local
community during lockdown.

Horace Walpole, man of letters, was a prolific writer, nurturing
this art from the age of seven and continuing to write well into
his 70s. He wrote over 7,000 letters during his lifetime, as well as
the first Gothic novel, The Castle of Otranto and an account of his
collection, A Description of the Villa. He also had a private printing
press built in the grounds of Strawberry Hill House, the first private
press in England.

Walpole's letters, which describe the people he met, his local
community and his thoughts about the world, captured the spirit,
issues and wit of the age. During a time of lockdown, in 2020,
letter-writing feels more relevant than ever and the humble letter
has had a resurgence as people have sought to keep in touch in a
more authentic way.

This project inspired people of all ages to Write to Horace to
share their own stories of how local communities have supported
each other during lockdown. These stories, contained in 250
letters, have served as a snapshot of the local area during 2020's
decidedly strange times. This exciting project culminates in the
Lockdown Letters to Horace: An Art Installation on display at
Strawberry Hill House from 5 November 2020 - 5 January 2021.

www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk/letters
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Dear Mr Walpole

These are indeed troubled times and how strange are the accidents of life.
My visits to your famous ‘little castle’ have been curtailed by a strange
and deadly phenomenon called a coronavirus. Like the much-feared
plague it is powerful but completely invisible.

Do you recall how in 1743, ships coming from the Mediterranean were
quarantined for 14 days? Now voyagers returning from Spain must face
the same restrictions. | remember you described how you trembled with
fear that the plague might spread here. Your unease has proved to be
justified.

Until recently we were confined to the four walls of our abodes and for a
while could only venture forth to partake of a little air or to purchase
comestibles. | hear that you are eating a great deal of fruit and drinking
peppermint water. My dear sir, do you really believe that these remedies
will prove efficacious?

You once wrote about the devils overrunning the earth headlong but let
us remember and celebrate the kindness of our fellow beings and, in
particular the bravery of our physicians, apothecaries and surgeons.

One day this will end and, in the meantime, yours most sincerely...
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Horace Walpole
Strawberry hill house
Twickenham

26.6.20
Dear Horace,

Today | am writing to explain the current lockdown situation local to me.

On the first day of ‘clapping for our carers’ everybody was clapping, but there was unease
from everyone as this was the beginning of quarantine, and none of us knew how long this
would go on for, and if it would get any worse. A few more weeks in, we were more aware
of the situation- this caused for celebrations, like bells, cheering, drums and even fireworks.
Now lockdown isn’t as harsh, we no longer clap, but this was an important memory of what
the NHS does.

Secondly, | am going to explain the attitude and actions of people by me. Behind my house
is a large field, and normally | have it all to myself. But with the ‘one exercise a day’ rule the
field was packed, with people | knew | people | had never known lived on my road. There
was tennis being played, football and family’s playing on fallen trees. | watched from my
window confused as there was no space for anyone else to come on. Generally, people who
were active and wanted to be outside didn’t obey the rules initially, but after multiple police
warnings, and news stories about deaths, their beliefs about this being overrated as a threat
was proved wrong.

Joseph, 12

Index
















































Dear horace,

Coronavirus has caused people pain and all
of the communities are trying their best to
keep everyone safe even though they are
risking their own lives to help others
survive this virus and that is exactly what
good,nice,kind and caring people do.The
NHS and other people, like the police, the
firebergade and even the army have all
helped with Coronavirus to keep everyone
safe. If Coronavirus did not happen we
would be outside having fun, but also we
have thought more about washing our
hands and not wasting stuff and not using

so much money and if we could do that

every day even when Corona is done and we

can go out and we don't have to social
distancing it will be a big change of life
styles and a good change.

And you can help give the NHS a rest even

thought that may not be possible at the time i

meant to say it more like this please help the

NHS by not going out alot and that may not

seem like you are doing a lot to help the NHS

but you are so please don't go out alot thank

you so much for understanding

From kiera
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Horace Walpole
Strawberry Hill House
Twickenham

26% June 2020
Dear Horace,

During the coronavirus 2020 lockdown, | have been to my local park (Bushy Park) almost every day, and |
think | have used my bike more in the last two weeks, than in the last two years. As a result, | have learnt
most of the routes and roads in it. And, | have enjoyed cycling there a lot more than | used to. For
exercise, | also go running around my block, which is strange because | normally walk around that area
when I’'m walking to school, so | have come to notice — this sounds weird — the different types of
pavement, and where they are along the road.

| think that the lockdown has really made me appreciate my everyday life before quarantine, and not
take simple things for granted, like when | walk past my school, | remember going there almost every day,
and quite a lot of the time moaning about it, but now I actually really want to go back, and meet my
friends. Nevertheless, | think this lockdown has taught us all a valuable lesson, and | think we will all look
at the world from a different perspective when the quarantine is over.

Monty, 12
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j‘ am writing to you to telf you how Wonc[érfuf the nature has
been these past féw weeks. dince we are in Jockdown, we are all
ﬁntﬁ'nj it hard not being able to see ﬁz’end& and fézmz'fy but bird
song every morning has been cheerin 1g everr‘}lﬁodj/ up a bit. Out
n my jartfen, j see Euttey%’e& g[' all sorts, and sometimes j see a
rose or two popping over ﬁom the nezj/fﬁour&. ﬁecauae éf tis
nearly summer, there are afu/’t{}/o" bees on our J%Wera‘. 323/

brother actuaffy made a bird féetfer, but it féff down because of‘
the wind.

%ur& Jz'ncerefy
W;nc:}/, cyetf 9
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#Horace Walpole
StrawGerry Hil Housge

Twickenham

Dear Horace

#Hello my name is Sam. Just ike you J Love Looking at plants. T Rave vigited the gardens at
Bushy Park this spring during Cockdown. My favourite fCowers have Geen the Rhododendrums,
roses, tulips and the 6ossom. J have also loved secing the 6aby swans.

I’'m sorry that J can’t see you opening this Cetter. T Rave read a Cot of your Cetters, they are very
good and J am amazed that you wrote 7000 of them and you turned 2 cottages in to a castle!

J have a Covely family and dog. T am missing them as J crogs the see to Canada.

J hope your family is well.
Best wighes

From Sam
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The Lockdown Garden
By Sophie, aged 7

The sounds of the lockdown garden
Are much clearer than before

No planes roar over rooftops

No cars outside the door

The tweeting of the birds
The rustling of the leaves
The whistling of the wind
And the humming of the bees

The whoop of children playing

The squeaking of the swings

The sploshing of the sprinkler

And the neighbour’s doorbell dings

The boinging of the trampoline
The creaking of a chair

Music singing from the radio
Special moments we can share

How | love the lockdown garden
The sounds are oh so clear

But the chatter of my classmates
Is a sound | want to hear
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Horace Walpole
Strawberry Hill House
Twickenham

26" June 2020
Dear Horace,

During the lockdown | have made various observations about the environment and nature around
me. For example, | have been using my telescope at night a lot more to see planets and especially
the Moon even clearer, due to the skies having a lot less pollution. Every time | go out to Bushy Park
on the weekends, | have always noticed that there has been a greater abundance of deer and also
that it has been much easier to make out the singing of the birds and the sounds of the
grasshoppers. An object that has become even more important to me is my phone because in
lockdown, | have used social media a lot more than | have in the past to keep in contact with my
friends from England and from abroad. | feel like | have had a greater reliance on social media than
ever before and I'm sure that a lot of people will agree with me. Also during lockdown, my family has
spent much less money than they normally would and this has made me realise even more so that
you don’t need much to be content and | have become much more content with what | have now.

My whole community has also been supportive, whether it be checking on neighbours or clapping
for the NHS. | have also been keeping in contact with family a lot and for example, | have done Zoom
calls with my grandma, where we have done quizzes and various other games. | think it is really
important, especially in these times, to keep in contact with friends and family because otherwise
you will feel quite lonely and bored. Birds have now been moving into my garden after quite a long
time, which is nice because sometimes | like to get a bird encyclopaedia out and try and figure what
birds are in my garden.

During lockdown, | have also been trying to go out for more runs because there is a park near my
house that measures almost exactly 750 metres around its perimeter and | find that the path is very
good. | try to go for a run every week, if possible. Overall, | am really looking forward to the summer
holidays, even though we still are in lockdown because | will be able to spend more time doing what
| enjoy.

William, age 14
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Dear Mz Wtpote,
o

j )610#’ that you are indeed the 'ﬂZm o]p Letters and will, Jurefy be interested in the comings and goings ?f the Jast féw

months.

We have alf been canf‘uf and. Jz#é& rea'c[z'nj in our hiomes c[urinj the Jockdown. %w‘ever, nature has been l;ue{}/z'nj
/ﬁar&eff‘ z'ntenzﬁ'nj to fer world jartlén. The werld seems to have been e/onjatecf somewhat; roots ‘?f an army ?f\ Jofzmm fave
taken hold in our modest jarrﬂm, while the north flzcz'n 1g neéy/flr-ounf P a&n’ffora fas stretched out Eolefy traz'ﬁ'nj a

magestic viridian curtain tz'njer[ with hues of(}aaz’nter{y magenta.

Likewise, grey Jguz’rref,r which we féJ with avocade seeds grew more rotund and. Joitered on the fénce in jreet{y
expectation. This friencﬂ}/ exc/fanje continued untif t/fey decided to move into our attic, and we discovered their
palatial penthouse complete with a double sized mossy bed. j‘Z;/ fat/fer Jtuﬂéz[ a tea towel into their entry point to
thwart their entry. Father came down semewhat amused as ke kad met with resistance ~ the Jyuz’rref engaged: my ftrb/fer
ina ”tuj (70 war with the said towe and’ ftrb/fer was met with a pair (70 indignant Joujn'fo" staring back! :7,23/  goodness
th?ay were bold.

It seemed as ff as the ﬁotﬁl/f on the  pavement quz'etenetl: the trdﬁc aﬂmj our fénce becarme more fike a lr_u!ftfz'nj
motorway; the fa{ye russet tatl o]p a ﬁx - sleek as it mz’fférf the air. Wee féarer[ fér the nest ?f‘ robins at number 20. Jheir

juvenz'fe ‘ﬂ‘grrinj would have made a tasty morsef. Various ﬁ/z'neJ sat sunning and; [z'cﬂnj time a/(mj the tops of1 the

fénce, one was rewarded with a mouse Jtuﬂét[ into its jaws.

A melodious brpromptu choir is ?ﬁen hear, no fonjer drowned. b:}/ the metal birds cf the skies. Jhe bassline ?f the
u«voc@ijeon, the Jaz’cccfo of‘ the nut-brown wrens and the Faroyue mot%f ij the robin were  proud in their rlbz'f}/
Joe;ﬁrmance. I must declare that I am quite content, and’; my senses have become more acute in /z'Jteninj and’ Wafﬂc/ﬁ'ny
the w‘z'/dfz"fe in my jarﬁm whick has c[eﬁet[ Jockdown and thrived. Jt kas become a weleome addition between my on -fine

Jessons to stare out and contemffate our ﬁrever chan jer[ world.

gjfemfe do write back and tel me what you fave observed in your - garden. I am sure you fave much to tell.

%ur& en'ncere/y,

JZ‘ZIJter Xander









Horace Walpole
Strawberry Hill House
Twickenham

Dear Horace,

During lockdown one of the things | have done is baked brownie cupcakes for my
friends and then delivered them. While walking | took some pictures of nature
(flowers,leafs,trees, animal and birds) and noticed how the roads were quiet as well as
how friendly people were. | also went Tesco shopping with my mother sometimes an it
was unusual how things changed, it was a one way system and we couldn’t move
freely and everyone had to be 2metres apart and we had to wait in a long queue to get
inside. It was a bit stressful not being able to touch things and kept our hands clean
and sanitized. Moreover, | would prepare my grandmothers shopping and my mother
and | would drop it off but sadly | had to wait outside. | also went to my favourite
coffee shop and ordered Frappuccino's from the window.

Your sincerely Yara

Xapu|


















Horace Walpole
Strawberry Hill House

Twickenham

Tuesday 16th June

Dear Horace,

This lockdown has been strange for me as I have never experienced anything like this in my life.

I am writing this letter to you because I want to tell you how my community has come together during
lockdown. My community have been riding bicycle's instead of cars which helps stop pollution and is
good exercise. Furthermore they have been picking up trash from the parks which is wonderful.

When I go on my daily walks, I noticed my neighbours were gardening. They had some beautiful
colourful flowers. My grandad was also gardening and was growing a small palm tree. Also, on my daily
walks [ went for a walk down to River Crane I saw amazing terrapins and frogs. I only noticed the ducks
and fish before lockdown. In the woods near River Crane I just noticed my community has a lot of cute
fluffy dogs. I want a dog now.

In the afternoon, the kids in my neighbourhood kindly invited me to play water fight with them which I
never done previously. I took my awesome Supersoaker with me. There I found out my neighbours have
been giving supportive messages to people with mental health issues. Which is great.

A few weeks ago the drains in our street flooded from the rain so my dad called Thames Water for
everyone. We also brought our elderly neighbour a shiny new silver microwave as there is was broken
and they could not go to the shops to buy another one.

I was studying my cat one day and I have noticed my cat likes to spend time one the roof top of the house.
When all of my clothes got small for me, I gave some clothes to my cousin and donated some to charity.

At my local corner shop a guy graffitied the shops front shutters in support of the NHS. He wrote NHS,
the S was the logo of superman. Everyone told him he done a good job. He said he will spray my bike in
cool colours too.

Best wishes

Zak age 9
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Horace Walpole
Strawberry Hill House
Twickenham

16 June 2020

Dear Horace,
| hope you are well.

What a crazy time this has been!!! People seem to have been lost lately and a lot of people have
been panic shopping to buy stuff like lots of food, cleaning accessories, toiletries and especially
buying lots of toilet roll. But at least people have been talking to friends, neighbours and family more
than ever. | don’t think I've ever used skype and zoom so much! Sometimes even random people
that live down my road buy shopping for the old lady across the street and they even walk her dog.

People have been rather nice to others during these hard times they have been shopping for others,
walking dogs for people who can’t go out, collecting medicine for others and people have been
entertaining others by doing Quizzes, or doing online challenges or doing online workouts for others
to join in like Joe Wicks. | myself have been shopping for family, ordering things for family, speaking
to friends and family, | have put a rainbow and teddy bear in my window, | have drawn/wrote nice
things on stones.

| have noticed that the birds have been singing louder, there have been fewer airplanes in the sky,
there is a lot more rubbish on the floor in parks and there are fewer cars on the road.

The world around me has changed there are a lot more places to explore | have discovered a few

things but my best thing that | have discovered are four giant graffiti circles where police allow
graffiti artists to show their skills.

Best wishes

Zak (age 9)
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Horace Walpole
Strawberry Hill House
Twickenham

26/06/20

Dear Horace, over lockdown my community has been helpful and in these
difficult circumstances extra kind towards one and other. Although it is
hard to meet up with friends and see family often, it is starting to relax
and seeing everybody will be great fun when the opportunity arrives.
However in the mean time my small community has been helping each
other especially with shopping. Myself and neighbours have been taking
turns going to our local supermarket and getting essentials for
neighbours. In return we obviously give the money for however much we
needed, but also have been baking cakes and sharing them out with the
community which has brought us together in ways which we probably
wouldn’t of if lockdown wasn’t apparent. As well as this my family and |
have seen each other a lot more as after work, we are all in the house.
Although there aren’t many places to go we have enjoyed going to the
park on our bikes after work which has become a good routine. Overall
lockdown has been different and in areas restricting but my family and
community have been joined together more than usual which is a positive
thing to take out of lockdown.

Kind regards
Zaki..
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Thank You

To all our letter writers

Volunteer Project Assistant, Avji Delega
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